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Community protests;
Tech student charged

By GRAHAM JAEENIG
Hachnig@miniuggazette.com

Approximately 200 people marched from Michigan
Tech’s Walker Arts building fo the Houghton County .
Court House Sunday in response to an online threat
against African Americans posted on Yik Yak by an
MTU student last week.

Christina Welsh, spokesman for the group that organ-
ized the event, was thrilled at the community’s
TESponge. |

“We're very excited. I'm really happy that a lot of peo-
ple came out fo show their support. It means a Iot to
evervone,” Welsh said. : e e

The participants of the march, whose rallying ¢ty was
“Our lives are not a joke,” assembled in 40 degree
weather to begin their walk at 7 p.m. W
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March: Community protests; Tech student charged -

liningGazette.com | News, Sports, Jobs - Houghton,
Michigan

November 16, 2015

By GRAHAM JAEHNIG - giaehnig@mininggazette.com , The Daily Mining Gazette
Christina Welsh, spokesman for the group that organized the event, was thrilled at the community's response.

"We're very excited. I'm really happy that a lot of people came out to show their support. It means a lot to
everyone," Welsh said.

Article Photos

Graham Jaehnig/Daily Mining Gazette
Members of the Michigan Tech community line up Sunday evening for a “peace march” through Houghton in
response to the arrest of a subject who made an online threat to kill black people.

The participants of the may; pOse rallying cry was "Our lives are not a joke,” assembled in 40 degree

weather to begin their p.m.

dether and show that we're a community and that violence will not be tolerated,” Welsh

said of the group thasfegan assembling at 6:40 p.m.
The march was more than just an organized response to the online post of last week, according to Welsh.

We really want the march to be seen and we really want to show that we are a community and at the end of
the day, this is our home; we are all one unit. We don't want to be separated or divided. We just want to be one
big, happy Tech family," Welsh said.

A0



Case 2:16-cv-00203-GJQ-TPG ECF No. 1-19 filed 09/06/16 PagelD.90 Page 6 of 6
The organization of the march was an impromptu thing, Welsh salid. "It was organized today and I'm really
happy with the response it got."
Velsh hopes the message of the march will be heard.

"We're all people, we're all humans," she said. "We just want to get along, and love each other, and get our
education, and be successful; we want to take care of our families and we have to stand together."
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